
Our identity as citizens of the United           
States has been severely put to the 
test these past months. We are 
faced with a health crisis of world-
wide dimensions; we have seen 
unspeakable death before our eyes 
on nightly news; we have viewed 
nation-wide protests grow into 
international demands for equal 
rights for every person regardless or 
color, race, nationality, orientation 
or creed. We have experienced the 
majority of Americans demanding 
justice for every person -- what our 
Constitution calls for – to be put into 
everyday practice.   And, being who 
we are as a country, we have heard 
every possible interpretation of all of 
the above voiced strongly from right 
and from left. 
 
So what it comes down to is that 
each of us must go to that inner 
place  where the Spirit of God speaks 
in the quiet of our soul; we must 
grapple with our own conscience 
and risk asking, "What are you 
telling me personally, God, in this  
time of challenge and upheaval?"      
 
 

At the end of WW II, the world was 
in rubble; infrastructures, 
economies, manufacturing, health 
and education systems disrupted; 
displaced persons wandering the 
globe.  We had a strong standing 
army in place all over the world; our 
factories were at top production; we 
had not suffered internal damage.  
We had a choice to go one of two 
ways -- take over the world or 
rebuild the world. 
America chose to rebuild the world 
 -- a proud moment in our history. 
 
Now, we are at another crossroads, 
when we as individual citizens can 
choose to be an active voice in being 
the land of liberty and justice for all.  
It will take courage on the part of 
each of us to be who and how we 
know God is calling us to be.  
 

God bless America 
land that I love, 

Stand beside her and 
guide her 

Through the night with 
the light from above. 

PRAYER FOR GOOD SPEECH 
Gracious God, with only 
words you created the 
universe and called it good. 
Help me then to use my 
words well, to create only life 
and give blessings this day. 
 
You numbered the stars and 
called each by name.  Let me 
cherish each person I meet 
and speak their name with 
reverence. 
 
You promised that your 
word is very near to us, 
already in our mouths and 
our hearts.  Give me your 
Spirit and teach me what to 
say.  Stand guard over my 
mouth and temper my heart 
when emotions race and 
words so easily cut.  Help me 
know when to speak up, to 
be a cry for the poor and a 
voice in the desert and teach 
me the wisdom to know 
when to be silent. 



PRAYER FOR GOOD SPEECH  
(continued) 
 
Give me the grace to speak 
the simple words:  please, 
thank you, yes and I love you. 
   
And strengthen me to say the 
words that need to be said:  I 
was wrong, I'm sorry, forgive 
me and I forgive you. 
Let my yes be yes, my no 
mean no and my promises be 
kept. 
 
Above all, may I remember 
that even if I speak with the 
tongues of angels, yet do not 
have love, I am simply 
making noise.  So let my 
tongue be silenced if ever I 
forget you. 
 
Lord, today, make me your 
word and open my lips and 
my mouth shall proclaim 
your praise. 
-Diana Macalintal,   adapted from 
The Work of Your Hands 

 IN MEMORIAM 
 

Martha Clark 
Marcella Wilming 

William Ousley 
 

God of mercy and compassion 
welcome our loved ones 

home. Hold all who mourn in 
your loving embrace.  
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GOD OF ALL, YOU HAVE 
CALLED US FROM MANY 

PEOPLES 
TO BE ONE NATION. 

THANK YOU FOR WHAT 
WE HAVE ACHIEVED 

AND THANK YOU FOR THE 
WORK STILL TO BE DONE. 

GRANT THAT OUR 
COUNTRY 

MAY SHARE OUR 
BLESSINGS WITH ALL THE 
PEOPLES OF THE EARTH. 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 
IN THE HOLY SPIRIT.     

AMEN 
 
 
 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
1863 

 

 


