WORKS OF MERCY WEEK I: GIVE DRINK TO THE THIRSTY
Some items for reflection and suggestions for action
The Story of Creation (Genesis 1-10; 26-28)
In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth and the earth was without form or
shape, with darkness over the abyss and a mighty wind sweeping over the waters—Then God
said: Let there be light, and there was light. God saw that the light was good. God then separated
the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.”
Evening came, and morning followed—the first day.
Then God said: Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters, to separate one body of water
from the other. God made the dome, and it separated the water below the dome from the water
above the dome. And so it happened. God called the dome “sky.” Evening came, and morning
followed—the second day.
Then God said: Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin, so that the dry land
may appear. And so it happened: the water under the sky was gathered into its basin, and the dry
land appeared. God called the dry land “earth,” and the basin of water he called “sea.” God saw
that it was good.
Then God said: Let us make human beings in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the tame animals, all the wild animals, and all the creatures
that crawl on the earth. God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them male
and female he created them. God blessed them and God said to them: Be fertile and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things
that crawl on the earth.
Blessing and Invocation of God over Baptismal Water
Father, you give us grace through sacramental signs, which tell us of the wonders of your unseen power.
In baptism we use your gift of water, which you have made a rich symbol of the grace you give us in
this sacrament. At the very dawn of creation your Spirit breathed on the waters, making them the
wellspring of all holiness. The waters of the great flood you made a sign of the waters of baptism, that
make an end of sin and a new beginning of goodness.
Through the waters of the Red Sea you led Israel out of slavery, to be an image of God's holy people, set
free from sin by baptism. In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Spirit. Your Son willed that water and blood should flow from his side as he hung upon the cross.
After his resurrection he told his disciples: "Go out and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Father, look now with love upon your Church, and
unseal for her the fountain of baptism. By the power of the Spirit give to the water of this font the grace
of your Son. You created man in your own likeness: cleanse him from sin in a new birth to innocence by
water and the Spirit.
We ask you, Father, with your Son to send the Holy Spirit upon the water of this font. May all who are
buried with Christ in the death of baptism rise also with him to newness of life. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. All: Amen.
“On Care for our Common Home” Pope Francis encyclical

II. THE ISSUE OF WATER (28-31)
28. Fresh drinking water is an issue of primary importance, since it is indispensable for human life and
for supporting terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. Sources of fresh water are necessary for health care,
agriculture and industry. Water supplies used to be relatively constant, but now in many places demand
exceeds the sustainable supply, with dramatic consequences in the short and long term.
Large cities dependent on significant supplies of water have experienced periods of shortage, and at
critical moments these have not always been administered with sufficient oversight and impartiality.
Water poverty especially affects Africa where large sectors of the population have no access to safe
drinking water or experience droughts which impede agricultural production. Some countries have areas
rich in water while others endure drastic scarcity.
29. One particularly serious problem is the quality of water available to the poor. Every day, unsafe
water results in many deaths and the spread of water-related diseases, including those caused by
microorganisms and chemical substances. Dysentery and cholera, linked to inadequate hygiene and
water supplies, are a significant cause of suffering and of infant mortality. Underground water sources in
many places are threatened by the pollution produced in certain mining, farming and industrial activities,
especially in countries lacking adequate regulation or controls. It is not only a question of industrial
waste. Detergents and chemical products, commonly used in many places of the world, continue to pour
into our rivers, lakes and seas.
30. Even as the quality of available water is constantly diminishing, in some places there is a growing
tendency, despite its scarcity, to privatize this resource, turning it into a commodity subject to the laws
of the market. Yet access to safe drinkable water is a basic and universal human right, since it is
essential to human survival and, as such, is a condition for the exercise of other human rights. Our world
has a grave social debt towards the poor who lack access to drinking water, because they are denied the
right to a life consistent with their inalienable dignity. This debt can be paid partly by an increase in
funding to provide clean water and sanitary services among the poor. But water continues to be wasted,
not only in the developed world but also in developing countries which possess it in abundance. This
shows that the problem of water is partly an educational and cultural issue, since there is little awareness
of the seriousness of such behavior within a context of great inequality.
31. Greater scarcity of water will lead to an increase in the cost of food and the various products which
depend on its use. Some studies warn that an acute water shortage may occur within a few decades
unless urgent action is taken. The environmental repercussions could affect billions of people; it is also
conceivable that the control of water by large multinational businesses may become a major source of
conflict in this century.
So what can we do?
 Support clean water policies
 Use environmentally friendly laundry detergent
 Moderate amounts of water for showers, brushing teeth and rinsing dishes
 Avoid bottled water-use water bottles
 Tour the City Water Plant on January 23 at 10:00am; call Cathedral office if interested
 Contribute to Franciscan Sister Water project http://www.osfdbq.org/sister-water-project/
 Donate baby formula to shelters and food pantry

